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I have lived and worked in
Rennes since 2015, a city
located in the west of
France. I used to live in
Paris, but after the terrorist
attack, I left the capital.
This change has been
beneficial to me because I
have discovered inner
peace since I arrived here.
There is a mixture of
calmness and rejoice.
Rennes is a very lively city
where there's always
something to do. Since
living here, my work has
become more important
because I stand out from
the crowd, and it works.
I must have been 12-13
years old when I realized
that I liked boys, and I
didn't understand what
was happening to me. It
was a stupid advert for a
big pizza brand that I saw
on the television, except
that I thought the actor
was very handsome. At
first, I defined myself as
bisexual, but everything
went very quickly after
that. My parents found out
straight away. We are a very
open family, so it was no
problem. I have pro-gay
parents, so it was easy.
They have always accepted
me, and I was even allowed
to come home with my
boyfriends at 15. I am
fortunate to have such a
supportive family.
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Romain Berger is a queer photographer of the
French scene. Born at the end of the 80s in
Normandy. he's fascinated by images, popular
culture, stereotypes and the question of gender.
He creates quirky, kitsch, colorful and gently
provocative artistic works. Sensuality is present
in each of his pictures; he likes to fantasize the
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world, put his finger on what disturbs and above
all, he wants to make people dream. A shared
voyeurism. It was important for him to keep
magic in his staging, trivialize homosexuality and
assert his identity, while conveying strong
messages, without falling into pathos or
melodrama with dull colors.
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Because I came out at a
very young age, it wasn't
very easy in junior high,
but the school
environment and life were
different when I got to
high school. I was in an art
school, so there were lots
of gay and lesbian people.
They kissed in the middle
of the class, and I found it
very liberating. From high
school onward, all my
friends were very

supportive and even more
so in college. That's when I
started going to gay bars
and having gay friends. I've
never experienced
homophobia since high
school.
At university, I chose to
study film because my
dream since childhood was
to become a film director.
At the age of ten, I made
my first short film with my
school friends, and I
continued making films
until I was at university.
Even though I later turned
to photography, the
cinematography is still
very present in my
creations. Each
photograph is like a film; I
like to tell stories. I hope to
be able to make a film very
soon because I miss it.
At the beginning of my
career, I did a lot of
classical portraits. It wasn't
something I liked. I was
always a fan of David
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account blocked for
several days on the pretext
that my photos showed
pubic hair. Imagine an
artist like Mapplethorpe if
he was still alive in 2021
on Instagram; he would
never have been so
famous with this much
censorship.
Lachapelle's work, and I felt that the gay community
lacked visibility in France. From that moment on, I
started to make my own art. There are a lot of my
fantasies in my photographs. I like pretty bodies,
sexy boys, very queer atmospheres like saunas or
nightclubs, and I also want to denounce injustices.
My photos are a message of all this, to be able to
criticize our society. Showing a queer universe is
often described as unhealthy, but I want to show that
it is not unhealthy at all. It is beautiful and sexy.
So far, the most challenging part of being an artist in
the gay community is getting the clients or models I
contact to understand that I'm not doing this for sex.
There is a very unhealthy mindset that if a gay
photographer wants to take pictures of naked men,
they just want to have sex with them. I've had
potential clients ask me if I will be naked during the
photoshoot or if anything extra will happen after the
shoot. I find this very inappropriate each time, and I
would like to change this mentality. Fortunately for
me, many LGBTQ people follow me, love my work
and respect me as a creative individual. I still find it a
little pretentious to say this, but I have a solid gay
community that follows me and is invested in my
work.
I usually draw my inspiration from everything
around me. For example, yesterday, I was at the gay
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sauna, and I loved the atmosphere and light play.
When I was in the pool, I imagined doing a
photoshoot in this place. Everything inspires me, my
life, television, advertisements, bars, etc. There are
not really any works that I have made are based on
my personal experience. As I mentioned before, I
have not experienced homophobia, but I hear all the
testimonies around me, and it is more other people's
experiences that I create. At the moment, there is a
lot of talk about peadophilia in the religious world, it
is very much in the media, and I wanted to create
some work about it. I did the same thing with
prostitution in the queer world, which is not talked
about much. I like to speak on behalf of others.
I have heard many stories (good and bad) from the
LGBTQ+ community. The horrific story about the
gay community that touched me the most, which
you might have heard of from the media, was about
the 20-year-old Iranian boy whose family members
[allegedly] beheaded him because he was gay. A
similar case happened earlier this year. It traumatized
me for days; it's so horrible. We are in 2021. When I
read this kind of tragedy, I feel like I've traveled back
in time. A person who is young, beautiful, and full of
life was murdered under the pretext of religion.
If I had the power to change one thing about the way
society views the LGBTQ+ community, it would be

to help them understand that
being gay is not a choice. Also, to
show them that the queer
community isn't just all about
sex. We love many things. I loved
the show 'Queer as Folk,' but let's
face it, it portrays gay men as men
who spend their time in
nightclubs having sex. That's not
all we do. And If I could change
one thing about the LGBTQ+
community, it would be that
there is a need for more respect.
We are a minority, but we are
excluding each other. A lot of gay

people are transphobic, and I
don't understand this way of
acting. If we want to be respected
by others, we have to respect
others too.
Social media is inevitable these
days, especially as an artist.
However, there are two sides to a
coin. On the one hand, it's great
because it allows you to be
known, but at the same time,
social media spend their time
censoring you. Since I started, I
regularly have my Instagram

I don't have an ultimate
goal as an artist, but I do
have desires and plans. I
plan to move to Berlin in a
year. In France, my work is
not well accepted. I have
had a few interviews, but
not many galleries want to
exhibit my work. Whereas
Germany has supported
me from the beginning, I
think it's the ideal place to
develop my career and
become well-known. Apart from
this plan, I have a queer art show in
Paris coming up and an exhibition
in Rhode Island, but I don't have a
date yet. I have also just released
my first 2022 art calendar, which is
available on my website, with
several uncensored and supersensual photos. Finally, my dream
would be to make artistic creations
for other artists, such as album
covers and advertisements for Lil
Nas X, Olly Alexander, Eddy de
Pretto, etc., in France.
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